Up here, you gain perspective on what is important
and what just is. Up here, you’re transported from
the everyday mundane. The head is clear, the air
invigorating, the senses sharper. Up here at 2874
metres above sea level, with clarity of vision and the
mind re-centred, you truly are above it all.”

Khapametsi Maleke
Owner, Sani Mountain Lodge
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pause
Sani Mountain Escape offers an authentic escape
hatch from reality. Sited atop Southern Africa’s
highest mountain range, overlooking the Kingdom
of Lesotho’s soul-stirring Maluti peaks and valleys,
this world-famous lodge and backpacker haven
places you centre-stage in one of the world’s most
majestic geographical amphitheatres. A definite
bucket-list experience, Sani Mountain Escape has
become an iconic destination, captivating both local
and international adventurers for over 50 years.
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unwind
As an officially recognised UNESCO World
Heritage site, the path that leads to Sani Mountain
Escape is a spectacular one. 26.9 kilometres of
twisty, torturous road as challenging as it is inspiring.
It’s definitely not for the faint-hearted!
Accessible only by 4x4 vehicle, the Sani Pass is a
rite of passage for the adventurous. Switchbacks,
hairpin bends, single track 1:4 gradients and
stomach-churning drops are some of the obstacles
to overcome on your way to the top.
Of course there are shuttles for the more sedate, but
if getting there is half the fun, tackling one of Africa’s
highest, steepest, most dramatic mountain passes is
a must for those in search of a thrill. It’s 60 minutes
that will last a lifetime!
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The Sani Mountain Escape is structured around a simple fundamental operating mandate…
We respect the land and our place on it. As such, we strive for complete self-sustainability
and total eco-independence. We generate our own energy and we take nothing from the
environment. We also appreciate and encourage an eco-conscious attitude from guests.

wake
up call
Sani Mountain Eco-Lodge comprises a cluster of
traditional Basotho-styled huts configured to single,
double or family-sized needs. Built to endure high
altitude weather extremes yet not without
thoughtful creature comforts, each stone shelter
offers en-suite facilities with cosy fireplaces, hot
water and homely amenities.
Our popular and comfortable Eco-Backpacker
rooms sleep 2 to 6 and offer shared ablution
facilities. Rooms share social areas and a communal
kitchen or you may make use of the restaurant at
the Lodge.
For the ultimate outdoor experience, the Sani
Eco-Camping option can be booked when
weather permits.
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-21°
Oops! Remote living at extreme altitude sometimes
comes with challenges. Like hot water geysers
freezing when temperatures plummet to minus 21!
Or supply vehicles breaking down. Or daily food
deliveries not being able to get through the pass
during a three-day blizzard. Everything comes at a
cost when you are 2874 metres above the world.
Whilst improvisation is the order of the day up here,
normal service is often disrupted for reasons beyond
our control. So we ask for your understanding and
hope you will appreciate that just occasionally, a
little inconvenience is a small price to pay for the
privilege of getting away from it all.
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open
your mind
The Lesotho experience is a profound one. There
is much to do and see and experience. From your
comfortable base at the Sani Mountain Escape, it’s
easy to choose one of our standard packages or
to structure a tailormade adventure package that
gives you access to all the activities that appeal
to you. Make a day of it. Make an afternoon of it.
Make a two-day extreme adventure of it. Above it
all, make the most of it!
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a kingdom
beckons
Beyond the heart of the village, a world of adventure
awaits. Hiking trails. Horse-riding. Indigenous
flora and fauna. Sensational sunrises. Celestial
stargazing. A birder’s dream location, the area is
home to the endangered Bearded Vulture. Local
villagers invite you to explore and experience their
culture and their world. Guided 4x4 tours take you
to the area’s most remote regions. Including a walk
to the summit of Thabana-Ntlenyana – the highest
peak in Southern Africa. And have we mentioned
the views? Literally breath-taking.
This is The Drakensberg. This is not ordinary!
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high
spirits
Trade stories, share experiences, connect with likeminded people. There can’t be a more beautiful
location on earth to enjoy a drink at the end of the
day than at our rustic and always welcoming ‘highest
pub in Africa.’ It’s the only pub in the world where
you can enjoy a cold one with your head above the
clouds and views of rolling green hills stretching as
far as the eye can see across two different countries!
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it stays
with you
Over the years, we’ve welcomed visitors from
all corners of the world. From all walks of life.
Photographers. Nature lovers. Strollers, Runners,
Birders. Geophysicists. Honeymooners. Corporates.
Families in search of a lifelong bonding experience.
They come for different reasons. They leave as one.
Rejuvenated. Inspired. Fulfilled.
This is life, above it all.

Page 11

South Africa | +27 (0)78 634 7496
Lesotho | +266 (0)5736 2101
res@sanimountain.co.za
www.sanimountain.co.za

Please note that all travellers will require a
passport and need to check with their consulate
regarding Visa requirements. Please also note
that as a high-altitude destination, weather
patterns vary from sea level norms and can
change at a moment’s notice. Pack warm!

